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Final Comments to the Thesis presented by doctoral candidate Marzia Fiume 
Garelli to the Universita’ di Roma La Sapienza.   
 
The student was present at the University of Florida for an entire Fall Semester where I interacted actively 
with her as her external tutor as she was working on her dissertation. She brought with her a deep 
knowledge of the European cases of Fluvial or Aquatic Cities that was of extreme interest in the ideas on 
Hydro-generated urban environments that were being developed at research and design at the School of 
Architecture. 
 
Upon reviewing now her dissertation, I can appreciate she has been able to document, analyze and 
classify an extraordinary collection regarding world cities on water, identified through their cultural, 
geographical and economic realms. This initial analysis is not only a great source for her research, but 
constitutes in itself a data bank from where research can continue. 
Her demonstrated profound knowledge regarding the formative and per formative conditions of the 
city of Venice, a valued paradigmatic example, not only gave her the theoretical framework for 
analysis but is a didactic  demonstration of her capabilities for  the academic environment. 
She experienced personally the urban conditions of the Florida cities, studied the local history and 
planning conditions, and though enriched her data base and her knowledge of a new geographical 
location, endangered by sea level rise, enabling her to compare across the planetary realm with similar 
conditions. 
Finally, in the course of Advanced Graduate Design II course, she was able to individually synthesize 
the cultural, climatic, environmental, economic and real estate components in the generation of an 
extraordinary project. 
This project is able to integrate the amphibian condition, and the character of the future Florida urban 
settlement. It has brilliantly synthesized the challenges that our local Floridian scholars have not been able 
to foresee and has done so at the scale of the problem: a response at territorial scale. Her project 
integrates conceptually all the levels of the urban experience in an American dimension. She has proved 
that she can work  in an innovative manner under new conditions and that she has the capability of 
generating extraordinary associations, deeply based in extensive research and personal immersion and 
intuition, that guide her securely towards a brilliant outcome. 
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Martha Kohen 
Professor of Architecture 
 
Gainesville, Florida ,        May 27 2015 




